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Her dedication goes far beyond gov-
ernment service. She has volunteered
her time with so many groups. I men-
tioned the Women’s Democratic Club.
She has also served as chair of the 22nd
Representative District Committee,
serving Hockessin, Pike Creek, North
Star, and Newark for many, many
years.

And she was honored with the Distin-
guished Service Award from the New
Castle County Democrats in 2008 for
her tireless service.

On the homefront, her pride and joy
include Dennis Phifer, her husband,
and their twin sons, Matthew and
Christopher.

We can’t forget the beloved family
canine, Elle. In her retirement, Lynne
will have more time to spend with Den-
nis, Matt, and Chris, and her network
of friends, going all the way back to
her Claymont days. She looks forward
to spending her mornings with Dennis,
she says, making him coffee, reading
the paper together, and staying up
late, as Dennis dozes off, trying to fin-
ish the daily crossword.

She surely will have more time with
Elle, walking her around the neighbor-
hood and spoiling her with treats. Den-
nis said of Lynne, who absolutely loves
animals, that she wants to use her new-
found time to volunteer to help service
dogs and other support animals.

Alice Paul, the famous suffragette, in
speaking about the fight for women’s
rights, said: ‘I always feel the move-
ment is a . . . mosaic. Each of us puts
in [our own] little stone, and then’ at
the end, you see a beautiful mosaic.

When looking back at Lynne’s years
of public service—36 years—this anal-
ogy seems apt. Lynne has been a hard-
working and headstrong person, some-
one who has done incredible things,
often behind the scenes, and helped cre-
ate her own great mosaic through her
decades of dedication and service to
our community, our city, our county,
our State, and this Senate.

Whether it was throwing her support
behind Joe Biden amid a Senate reelec-
tion run or helping constituents in my
office or the hundreds of folks she has
trained and recruited and mentored,
Lynne’s mosaic will last long and reach
far, leaving her mark on Delaware for
many, many years to come.

Lynne will undoubtedly continue to
accomplish good and meaningful
things, finding those moments in small
pieces of colored stone or glass or ce-
ramic and putting those in place, add-
ing to her ongoing mosaic of life.

In closing, through her career, her
volunteerism, and her civic activism,
Lynne has made a real difference. I
can’t thank her enough for her first-
class dedication and her friendship.
Lynne will be deeply missed in the Sen-
ate, and filling her shoes will be near
impossible.

Lynne, thank you. Best of luck in all
your future endeavors. You are treas-
ured, and we will cheer you on your
way as you celebrate this next chapter
of your life.
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With that, I yield the floor.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

————
BIDEN ADMINISTRATION

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, dat-
ing back to his time as a Member of
the Senate, President Biden—then-Sen-
ator Biden—frequently shared a piece
of advice from his dad:

Don’t tell me what you value. Show me
your budget, and I'll tell you what you
value.

He is not wrong. We have heard
countless iterations of the same mes-
sage from President Biden. Actions
speak louder than words. Talk is cheap.
Or, as we say in Texas, sometimes
someone is all hat and no cattle.

So I want to take President Biden up
on his advice. We have spent plenty of
time hearing what his values are. He
has talked about the importance of re-
building our economy following the
pandemic. We all agree with that—re-
storing public trust in government,
check; protecting low- and middle-in-
come families from tax hikes, check;
and standing up to Russia and China,
the two greatest threats to the world
order. These are priorities shared by
Americans with diverse political views,
and they are critical goals that any
President—Republican or Democrat—
should have.

But we don’t have to take the Presi-
dent at his word when he talks about
the importance of each of these things
because we have his budget. We have a
written plan from the President of the
United States, outlining how his ad-
ministration wants to turn his spoken
intentions into concrete action.

So based upon President Biden’s
budget, what does he value? It just
takes a quick glance to see that re-
sponsible spending is not one of the
things that he wvalues. The overall
pricetag of the President’s budget is a
whopping $6.4 trillion. Even with the
President’s massive tax hikes, the
United States would still be running
more than a trillion dollar deficit each
year.

It would only take 2 years for our
debt burden to reach the highest level
in American history, surpassing even
World War II-era debt.

As a reminder, the government has
spent a massive amount of money over
the last 15 months, as we know. Much
of it was a necessary investment in our
fight against COVID-19.

On top of that funding, though, our
Democratic colleagues circumvented
the bipartisan legislative process and
added an additional $2 trillion on a
host of partisan pet projects, only
about 10 percent of which related to
COVID-19, even though that was the
caption on the bill—a COVID-19 relief
bill that was only 10 percent COVID-19.

Now, perhaps nobody expected the
President to dramatically cut spending
and solve our national debt problems in
one go, but this is not a time, after
trillions of dollars of necessary COVID-
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19 spending, to go on another unrelated
spending spree, especially once you see
where all the money is going. Once
again, this is his budget; these are his
values.

One of the most critical lines in any
President’s budget is discretionary
spending. For a decade, my colleagues
on the other side of the aisle have
pined for parity between defense and
nondefense spending. But as soon as
they get unified government—majority
in the House, majority in Senate, and
the White House—what do they do?
Well, they abandon that parity argu-
ment and provide a measly 2-percent
increase to defense spending while pro-
viding a 16-percent increase in the
President’s budget to domestic spend-
ing—hardly parity.

The Federal Government simply can-
not provide for the common defense
without the resources to do so. In the
face of growing threats, which we all
have acknowledged—China, Russia,
Iran, North Korea—you would think
that the President would propose a
substantial increase in defense spend-
ing, but he proposed a whopping 2 per-
cent.

Now, compare that to the Depart-
ment of Education, where the Presi-
dent’s budget calls for a 41-percent in-
crease, a 28-percent increase for the De-
partment of Commerce, and a 22-per-
cent increase for the Environmental
Protection Agency. Well, when you ad-
just for inflation, the small increase
for defense spending actually rep-
resents a decrease.

The Department of Defense isn’t the
only national security Agency that the
Biden budget expects to do with less.
Even with a humanitarian crisis on our
border, the budget for the Department
of Homeland Security remains flat.
Once again, after inflation, that will
represent a decrease in spending over
the current year.

Customs and Border Protection per-
sonnel are working overtime to take
care of unaccompanied children, to
stop dangerous drugs from crossing our
border, and to enforce the laws that we
in Congress have passed. They need
more support to handle the situation in
a fair and humane way. Cutting al-
ready thin resources for the entire De-
partment will only make the cir-
cumstances at the border more dan-
gerous—for law enforcement, for local
communities that are being overrun by
the huge numbers of people coming
across the border—and a danger to the
migrants themselves.

If this $6.4 trillion budget doesn’t
support our most urgent priorities,
what does it support? What priorities
are so critical that they supersede the
need to support our national security
and protect our borders?

Well, for one, the administration
would double the size of the Internal
Revenue Service. I am sure that is good
news to every taxpaying American.
The President has called for increasing
the number of IRS agents by 15 percent
a year for the next decade.
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We have previously seen the damage
that a politically motivated IRS can
do. We saw the apparent leaking of tax-
payer information recently, which is
supposed to be confidential by law. And
we can remember the IRS targeting
controversy under the Obama adminis-
tration.

Bureaucrats at the IRS subjected
conservative groups that they dis-
agreed with politically or ideologically
to a different level of scrutiny than
left-leaning groups. And, unfortu-
nately, with this sort of huge invest-
ment in the IRS, it looks like the
Biden administration simply wants to
weaponize the IRS once again.

But that is just the start of it. A
massive portion of the President’s
budget stems from two of the programs
he has already told us about—one being
the $2.6 trillion American Jobs Plan,
which relies on a very generous inter-
pretation of the word ‘‘infrastructure,”’
and it reads like the Green New Deal
2.0: more than $200 billion to build or
retrofit more than 2 million affordable
and sustainable places to live; a civil-
ian climate corps; and an unrealistic
100-percent renewable-generated elec-
tricity by 2035.

His budget includes a range of other
spending to address climate change, in-
cluding over $1 billion to help other
countries—not Americans, not the
United States, but other countries—to
lower their emissions.

I am sure China will be glad to take
our money while continuing to build
coal-fired powerplants to meet the de-
mands of their growing economy.

Then there is a broad range of spend-
ing from President Biden’s $1.8 trillion
so-called American Families Plan—you
have got to love the names of these
pieces of legislation—which includes
everything from universal preschool
and free community college to manda-
tory paid leave policies and using the
Tax Code to disguise more Washington
spending.

If you read through the President’s
budget, which, as he said, reflects his
values, you see the incredible way that
President Biden is simply caving in to
the radical left. Mothers are no longer
called mothers. They are now called
“birthing people’’—unbelievably.

Well, it is one thing for far-left activ-
ists to use these kinds of terms on
Twitter, but it is entirely different to
diminish the role of women in an offi-
cial government document. Women are
more than ‘‘birthing people,” and I
think it is insulting to women to char-
acterize them or define them by that.

The President doubled down on the
woke ideology by proposing taxpayer
funding for abortion. We know abortion
is enormously controversial in our so-
ciety, but this is a jarring break from
a decades-long bipartisan, consensual
ban provided by the Hyde amendment.
It is also stands in stark contrast in
the views of most Americans. The ma-
jority of Americans say they oppose
using taxpayer dollars to support abor-
tions because they are morally or reli-
giously opposed to the practice.
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Adding to the list of absurdities is a
massive expansion of welfare. We al-
ready know that under the COVID-19
relief bills, the administration has ar-
gued in favor of paying people more not
to work than they would earn if they
did work.

A number of Governors—more than
20 of them now—have refused the $300
weekly supplement because of their
concern that this was actually discour-
aging people from returning to work.

We are hearing from employers all
across the country that it is hard, if
not impossible, for them to find the
workforce they need to get the econ-
omy growing again. Business owners in
my State—and I would bet across the
Country—are already struggling to find
a reliable workforce following the over-
ly generous pandemic-related unem-
ployment benefits that our Democratic
colleagues insisted upon.

We can’t continue to discourage
Americans from going back to work,
because our economy will never re-
cover if we stay on that path.

Overall, the President’s budget would
dramatically increase the size of gov-
ernment and the role it plays in our ev-
eryday lives, especially with edu-
cation—as my friend Senator TIM
ScOTT has said, putting Washington
even more in the middle of Americans’
lives, from the cradle to college. Is that
really what the American dream is all
about—more and bigger government in-
tervening in our lives, denying us the
freedom to make our own choices and
to seek our own way?

It is no wonder that the White House
rolled out the President’s budget so
quietly. Frequently, a lot of this hap-
pens on Friday afternoons after the
press has left and nobody is paying
much attention.

While President Biden has told us
what he values over and over again, his
budget actually speaks to much more.
This is not the plan of someone who is
fighting for a strong national defense
and a swift economic recovery. This
budget prioritizes climate justice over
American military servicemembers. It
further hampers our economic recovery
at the expense of hard-working tax-
payers, and it prioritizes the restric-
tion of wealth over the prospect of eco-
nomic growth, which would lift all
boats. It digs the United States deeper
and deeper into debt, creating a mas-
sive financial pit that our children and
grandchildren will have to dig their
way out of. We are writing the checks,
but they will pay the bills, and that, I
believe, is immoral.

It is all well and good to tell the
American people that you value the
same things they value—freedom, secu-
rity, prosperity—but this, which in
President Biden’s own words reflects
his values, this is not a blueprint to re-
build America. This is, indeed, strong
evidence that President Biden has
bowed down to the woke political left
in his own base and is ready to bury
the United States and future genera-
tions with unprecedented debt.
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When he released his budget, Presi-
dent Biden said, ‘‘Where we choose to
invest speaks to what we value as a Na-
tion.”” The President of the TUnited
States has made clear what he values.
The Nation? Its future? Its prosperity?
Its security? Not much.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Oklahoma.

FOURTH OF JULY

Mr. LANKFORD. Madam President, I
often come to this floor to be able to
speak about news of the day, disagree-
ments that we have, ways that we can
solve a problem we have as a nation.
Today, I come to tell a story.

In 1774, an Englishman met Benjamin
Franklin. They spent a lot of time to-
gether in conversations, and Franklin
convinced this young sailor and writer
and young friend to move to America,
to move to his hometown, to Philadel-
phia. A few months later, 1774, he did.

Franklin saw something in this
young man that no one else saw. That
Englishman who loved freedom and
who saw the glaring injustice of the
British Crown, 2 years later, on Janu-
ary 10, 1776, wrote a short pamphlet
that changed the course of history.

The man’s name was Thomas Paine,
and the short work that he wrote was
called ‘““Common Sense.” It was the
first publication that declared we
should call for independence for these
13 Colonies. It didn’t include his name
because if it included his name, it
would have been a certain death war-
rant from the King, but it made the
case for freedom for each person, for an
elected government rather than a mon-
archy, and the case for religious lib-
erty. In short, he made the case for the
United States of America.

He wrote these words:

The cause of America is, in great measure,
the cause of all mankind. Many cir-
cumstances have, and will arise, which are
not local, but universal, and through which
the principles of all lovers of mankind are af-
fected, and in the event of which, their affec-
tions are interesting.

He wrote about the rule of law and
how that would be different than living
under a monarchy, and he challenged
the young colonists to be able to pur-
sue more.

He wrote:

But where says some is the king of Amer-
ica? I'll tell you Friend, he reigns above, and
doth not make havoc of mankind like the
Royal Brute of Great Britain. Yet that we
may not appear to be defective even in earth-
ly honors, let a day be solemnly set apart for
proclaiming the charter; let it be brought
forth placed on the divine law, the word of
God; let a crown be placed thereon, by which
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